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Serene scene

Tranquillity is Agnes
Martin's trademark in an
| exchibition at Houston's
| Menil Collection.
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Creative types learn the art of making money

By OLIN CHISM
Siaff Crithe

To many people, the idea of the
artist as a businessman is a contra-
diction in terms. Yet the point of
this unusual and sensible program
is that the artist who isn't both is
going to have a hard time succeed-
ing.

The episode, part of the Right
on the Mongy series, focuses on
two artists: award-winning new-
comer Karin Jacobson, a jewelry
designer; and abstract expression-
ist Michael Filan, who's in midca-
reer. Both obviously feel deeply
about their art, but both have also
learned that artists have to deal
with the practical matters of life:
making & living, taxes, insurance,
getting known, selling at the right
price, dealing with other profes-
sionals and so on.

One commentator, artists' ca-
reer coach Caroll Michels, says
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young artists often find it hard to
shift their thinking toward practi-
cal matters. For instance, what to
charge for a work of art. The figure
shouldn’t be picked at random, she
says, but should be based on such
factors as the cost of materials, the
amount of time needed to produce
the work and other practical con-
siderations.

Ms. Jacobson smys she made
twio mistakes as a beginmer: She
prinud her art too low and she
made things that took too much
time. Mr. Filan found his emotions

a handicap: He was depressed
wh::n he sold his first work of art, a
favorite, “T didn’t want to let it go.”

Most artists have to have a sec-
ond job. “The trick is to find a job
that doesn't drain you or use the
same part of you that ¥ou 1se in
your art process,” Mr. Filan says
The job should alsobe one that of-
fers health insurance and a 401K,
he says,

Some other points made; You
have to know your market, vou
have to be willing o promote
yoursell and your work, you need
to use accountants and lawyers
who spectalize in the ars, you
nead connect to other artists,

Mafking a Living as an Arfis
nicely balances respect for artists
and their work and attention to
the practical matters of building a
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Rery Aipstein

Artist Michael Filan recommends artists find a second job to
help supplement their income early in their careers.



