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Damiani [ntermational, the poweler
commissioned o make the one-of-a-kind
riI:IE'_. had |:i:|:lr|1|.1||u:|:| it -:II.'.\FICiI:I,'.II'I
agreement guaranteeing exchsivity o the
Piags. To make matcers worse, they were
using the couple’s famous Faces 1o sell the
copies. In the end. the quareel was
“amicably resolved,” claims a Damiani
representative, Apparently so, as Brad
agreed o design an exclusive jowelny
collection for the Company, and |enmifer
agreed ro maodel in. Wharever the seory,
seldom do vou hear anvmiore of a groom
wal kin;il'lm a store and simply prcking
out a ring for his sweethear,

What gives? Lovers are looking fos
samething very personal, and ic's not
uncommon bor a cu:ulplc tin pin:.": o the
engagement fing wogether, sayvs Karin
Jagohsan, whe designs wedding rings seld
at the Walker Art Center Shops. “home-
simes 3 man will star our waneng o
disign a ring to surprise his future fancde,
bt will wonder, "Should | really be
LIH.II.I\!.iJIH what she's Fui.lil; o weoar e heer
finger for the rest of her life?' Usually he
decides that 1e's cnaagh of 3 surprise 1w ask
Beer 1o marry him, and char they should
bath have inpue on the ning.”

The stone is a goad place v s,
[Hamonds are soll the moss popalar swnes
for engagement rings. with dassic round
brilliangs claiming the wop spor and
Prifcess-CUE stones funning a close second.
Colored diamonds have been gaining
populaniy ver the past couple al YCars,
particularly the “fancy vellow™ or canary-
colored stomes. Some people ane choosing
w embellish colorles diamonds with
coldored ones; 3 [mpl,ll:tr arrangement 1%a
round brilleant surrounded by vellow
secent diamaonds,

Dharnonds may be forever, bat they're
alsa nox fer evervone, A favornice precious
stone. such s an emerakd or ruby, may be
closer wa the brde’s heart or personal svle,
“Primeess [iana really set an example of
b beawiful oaher stones could be inan
engapement ring with her sapphire cenier
stone surrounded by accent diamonds,”™
savs Michael Knoll, cornified Master Bench
Jeweler and co-owner of Studio E Designs
in Edeina, O, an alternare stone may be
closer 1o the groom's budger.

“For couples starting our, hosting their
awn wedding or haping to by a house,
i’s hard to justifi spending so much on a
diamarnd engagement nng.” Knoll sy,
You can ger 2 substantial sapphire for a log

less than a diamond of the same size. And
because sapphires are virtually as sourdy as
diamonds (nine on the hardness scale
comparad 1o the diamond’s e, they'll
hald g nit.t{'_lr L d..l.llv wear. Fora
diamand thar coses 25 o 3% percent less,
Eonoll recommends a clarv-enhanced
diamand, which is a flawed diamond
thae has had glass foreed inso its fssures,
or a "top light brown™ diamond thar's

cut 1w miask s ving and i done well,

has an incredible amount of brilliance,
scimtillation and colar.

The seming, too, can reflece sele and
genuability, be it old romanticism or
maodern simplicity—or both. Knoll has
noticed a twist on che wend for sertings
inspired by designs of the past. “Think
vour grandma's nng, with a contemporary
spin.” he says. This means 2 bot of decailed
filigres and hand engraving on a ring
that's structused maore simply chan many
Victorian originals,

Having rings destgned especially for vou
and vour fiancé guarantees vou ll have

something original towear into your

hapgily ever after {unless you're incredibly
Famous and adorable like Pio and
Amniston). I"'-:nnr Larsen, whose jewelny can
b founad ar the Walker Am Center Shaps,
specializes in delicare colored gold
commitment rings. Couples looking for
something unique that won't break the
lank turm to Larsen, “A lot of people are
looking for an alternative to the big
dhiamaond, and chae's the idea behind the
stackable rings | make. Because thev'ne o
thim, vou can continue o add bands for
anniversarcs, births, ex cerera over rime,
and creare a custem look.”

The material du jour for ring scrings
is plarinum, a pricey and rare metal.
Avide from irs estherics, the purity of
platinum is abo ateractive o some. You
can huy jewelry thar's 9% percent plat-
imiern and five pereent cobaly or indium,
as comipared 1o gold, which is ar most
anly 75 percent pure. The densicy of
platinum means chat ir's not going to
wear thin like Bﬂll]! can over timse, and
any engraving on the inside of the ring
won't rub away, Bur pladnum has s
drawbacks. A common WMISCONCEPEMN 15
that platinum won'y scrarch becawse it's
such a heavy metal. Mot orue, says Marc
Badiner, the fourth-generation son w
work ar Badiner [ewelers in downiown
Minneapolis, "Ower timie, a platinum
ring will artain the same patina finish

thar a gold ring will, showing ihe nicks
amd scratchies of e crvday wear.” Also,
because planinum costs around 3700 per
oinee, a5 compared to white and vellow
gold ar 3300 per ounce, more couples
are turning o white gold, which looks
like platinum. “Cald, like plaginum, is
very durable, and scracching can be
buffed away more easily,” savs Badiner.

It platsum sn't in vour badper and
gasld isn 't vour thing, vou might wane o
consider owo noweomers on the scene;
riranium and tngsten. Ticanivm, a metal
st |.|:|||:|||11|-n|_5.' known for s use in
aircraft construction and bike frames, is
light ver srrong. making it a good choice
for a lifetine of use. The tough gun
mggal wingsten has long been used in
industeal Gipacities, and is staming o be
Fashiomed inwo rings offering high shine
and woratch-resmeance.

Flow much docs ome have to s[ﬂnld Lis
say 1 lorve yvone?” A lae! O nor, NWhen
boarin Jacobson of Karin Jacobson Jewelry
Dhesign takes om g ning-designing project,
shie first mects with the couple w discuss
their wdeas and cheir hm]g:l' “IFa :‘m.lph:
s limited funds, there are a lot of WAYE [0
make the price come down while keeping
with the h.13.'|c tl'"'-." want,” she sy, One
cople asked Jacobsan o fashion a ring
asinig, reoissanie, the highese qualicy
sveghenic diamand currenily available,
The nng ended up casting half whae ic
weontld have if they had chosen a genuine
diarmond, and the couple was exmremely
pleased with the resulls,

Jaeobsn urges people to nor Feel
lacked into the lore of spending two-
memths’ salary, and vo go with the swones
amd mectal thae speak g cheir individhe:
aliy. Badiner advises couples wanting o
5.|:u.'|11|. less om the ETHEAEETNENT TINE 10 g
with a simple solitaire, so thar they can
get the best diamond possible for the
mogey. "I wiser mot 1o tie up a lot of
momey i side stongs, because a fow vears
down the road LN ||'|:i|;|:|: WANE [0 reset
wirar sterne i3 more dlaborace ring, and
vou'll be glad thar vour diamond is of
gvms-,! 1|||.:|i|:|.-." &
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